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Abstract  
Due to poverty, many children begin to work on the streets and in the informal sector although 
they need to continue their education. Children who work on the streets usually pick waste papers 
and their job continue whole day. Therefore they are forced to drop out of school.  Waste pickers 
who are at the age of compulsory education may appear to be a problem for both the country and 
the education system. The aim of this study is to determine the educational levels and the future 
expectations of the children who work on the streets by picking waste papers instead of continuing 
their education. According to the findings, a great majority of the children who pick waste papers 
are males. The results reveal that the most of them work because of poverty, their age range from 
13 to 15 and they drop out of school after 5 years of education. Although the most of them want to 
go to school and have a job as a policeman or army officer, they see their future ambiguous.  
Keywords: Working Children; Children Who Pick  Waste Papers; Future Expectation 
 
Introduction 
Child labour is one of the major problems in our country and around the world. According to the 
data of International Program on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) (2010), there are 215 
million working children in the world. In Turkey, 958 thousand children between the ages of 6-18 
are involved in child labour according to the statistics of Turkish Statistical Institute (TUIK). The 
statistics do not report the number of children working on the streets. Child labour creates major 
problems in terms of socialization, growing in a healthy way and preparation for the future. 
Moreover when the shortcomings in the economic conditions are added, it becomes a more 
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important issue and major problems arise such as children who work on the streets (Friedrich 
Ebert Association, 1992).  
Poverty is the main cause of child work (Keskinkılıç-Kara and Çalık, 2012; Alacahan, 2010; Tor, 
2010; ILO/TİSK/TÜRK-İŞ, 2007;  İkizoğlu et al., 2007; Kambhampatı and Rajan, 2006; Basu, 
2005; Suryahadi et al., 2005; Bakırcı, 2004).  Working children quit school at an early age, cannot 
receive adequate educational services so they cannot participate fully in social life.  According to a 
research conducted by Goulart and Bedi (2007) child’s one hour work in any job causes %4 
decrease in his academic grade. In a research carried out by Heady (2003), it’s determined that the 
academic grades of the working children are lower than the non-working children’s grades. Each 
one hour work of child increases the likelihood of quitting his school at the rate of 1.6 (Rosati and 
Rossi, 2001). According to a study performed by Gunnarsson et al (2006), in 10 countries, child’s 
work outside home for an hour decreases his maths grade at the rate of %10 and decreases his 
Science grade at the rate of %15. These studies have shown that child labour decreases the success 
at school. As the children do not have any education and master any profession, this may bring a 
lot of disadvantages into their life in future and even this may lead to vicious circle of poverty. 
Children who pick waste papers are forced to leave  school; when problems with their families 
increase, they may run away from home and they spend large amount of their time on streets. The 
studies conducted by some researchers suggested that the majority of children working on the 
streets also left the school at the same time (Sisman, 2006; Fisek, 2004). Another study conducted 
by Alp et al. (2000) has revealed that, although 19.4% of the children working on streets were older 
than seven and that they were illiterate. The research conducted by Karataş et al. (1994) about the 
children working on the streets of Antalya has revealed that, 42.2% of these children are attending 
primary school,  25% of the children graduated from primary school, 14.1% of the children 
dropped out of primary school, and 6.2% of the children never went to school. Among the reasons 
for dropping out of school, "unwillingness" and "failure to succeed in school" have a ratio of 57.9% 
(Fişek, 2004). These conditions can be linked with the educational system's inability to understand 
and guide every single child. 
Children should stay in houses and continue their education. Some studies in this area have 
revealed that there are lots of candidates that may become street children by losing their 
relationship with their families and connection with their schools (Karabulut, 1996). Protecting 
children from all kinds of negative conditions and preparing them for the future are important in 
terms of both human rights and social development. In consideration of the importance of this 
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aspect, it seems to be necessary to get to know the children picking waste paper and to define their 
future expectations, in order to solve their problems, since an individual's behaviour is not only 
determined by his/her past experience; but also determined by his/her future expectations (Adler, 
1994).  However, the present conditions affect the content and the level of these expectations. 
Expectations for Future 
Expectation is the pre-assumption of an individual about the terms and conditions that will take 
shape in the future or the expectations from himself/herself. Future expectations have important 
roles for his/her purpose-driven life. In this context, the child's social environment and the 
importance of infrastructure constituted by the society for the future of an individual should be 
considered. It is the education that a child receives, his/her individual gains and the gains that 
his/her environment offers that shape the child's future expectations. Future expectations are the 
cognitive maps hosting the interests and concerns of individuals. From a theoretical point of view, 
future expectation has a strong impact and guidance on individuals while it helps them to make 
decisions in current conditions (Nurmi, 1991). School environments are important institutions in 
terms of the future expectations of individuals (Kızmaz and Bilgin, 2010). In this context, all levels 
of educational organisations and managers have great responsibilities. 
Individuals' future expectations provide important information for educators, sociologists and 
policy makers. They primarily contain information about the levels of satisfaction with their lives. 
Additionally, they provide data for the education and guidance services. It includes information 
about how and to what extent the existing developments are perceived. It may have an important 
role on preventing harmful addictions. Individuals, who are raised with higher expectations for the 
future, demonstrate increased learning capacity, become more productive, and gain satisfaction in 
an individual and social base with the help of increasing performance (Tuncer, 2011). According to 
the studies related to future expectations, the students who have future expectations demonstrate 
social harmony, independent decision-making traits and have positive values which in return 
improve the individual's psychological state (Şimşek, 2012; Catalano et al., 2004). It is considered 
that children, who can define and manage their future expectations, may stop leaving their school, 
and not suffer from drug addiction and social imbalances. 
This study aims to determine the educational levels and future expectations of children who cannot 
go to school and contribute to the family budget by working, although at the age of compulsory 
education.  
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Method and Material 
 A semi-structured interview technique is used in the study. This technique enables the researcher 
to investigate the research questions with wider perspective and deeper understanding. In this 
context, explanations are made from time to time when the participants were not able to respond 
to questions. In this process, special attention was given to help the participants to express their 
thoughts. 
Study Group 
The chain sampling method was used to determine the study group. The researcher conducted the 
study in Sekermurat Quarter, Konya where most of the children who pick waste papers reside 
along with their families, and particularly Sunday was chosen as it is a day off. Families with waste 
paper stacks in front of their houses were selected for interviews, since this clearly indicates that 
they are making their living by picking waste paper. The researcher explained the aims of the study 
and asked whether they knew  any of the children that pick paper instead of going to school, 
although at the age of compulsory education and whether they knew anybody that they would 
recommend talking to. The answers to the questions directed researchers to the other children.  
The study group consisted of 28 children. 25 (89.29%) children participating in the study were male 
and 3 (10.71%) children were female. 
Table 1: The ages of the study group 
Age f % 
9 years old 1 3.57 
10 years old 2 7.14 
11 years old 2 7.14 
12 years old 4 14.28 
13 years old 6 21.42 
14 years old 7 25.00 
15 years old 6 21.42 
TOTAL 28 100 
It was seen that the most of the participants were between the ages of 13–15. Accordingly, 67.8% 
of the children were of the age to attend secondary school and 32.2% of the children were of the 
age to attend elementary school.  
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Data Collection Tool 
Semi-structured interviews designed by the researcher were used in the study. A literature review 
was conducted for the purposes of creating a research interview form and the list that was intended 
to be used for interview purposes to investigate the subject had been prepared and included 7 
questions. Then this form was presented for evaluation by education and measurement field 
specialists and according to their suggestions, the number of questions was decreased from 7 to 5. 
A pilot study was conducted in order to determine the comprehensibleness of questions with four 
of children who pick waste papers were chosen at random and interviewed. One of the interview 
questions was amended due to its unclarity. The interview items representing five main issues, 
namely the duration of time spent in school, the reasons for not going to school, future plans, what 
they wanted to be when they grew up and how they saw their future.  
Data Collection and Analysis 
By using a data collection tool prepared by the researcher to collect data, 28 children picking waste 
paper and do not attend school in spite of being at the age of compulsory education were 
interviewed. The data was collected in July and August 2011 through face-to-face interviews 
conducted by the researcher. Children were interviewed in their homes or on the street by their 
houses with the permission of their parents. During the interviews, along with the interview form, 
voice recording was performed with the permission of the participants. Recorded interviews were 
transcribed by the researcher. 
In the Findings and Comments section of this study, some of the participants' responses to the 
questions were used on an as-is basis. In order to easily understand and compare, the parts that 
participants especially emphasized in their answers were used to create a table. 
Results 
Table 2: Duration of time spent in school 
Duration f % 
3 years 5 17.85 
4 years 3 10.71 
5 years 11 39.28 
6 years 5 17.85 
Never attended a school 4 14.28 
TOTAL 28 100 
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39.28% of the children participating in the study left school after 5 years of education. 17.85% of 
the children attended school for 3 and 6 years and left the school after that. 10.71% of the children 
went to school for 4 years, and 14.28% of the children never attended a school. 
Reasons for not going to school 
The researcher obtained interesting results regarding the reasons. The results are shown on Table 3.  
Table 3: The emphasised points as the reasons why the children did not go to school 
Emphasised points Sample Answers f % 
Poverty Y.R. “I couldn’t attend school because we were poor. I 
have to earn money for my family.” 
18 64.28 
School Failure  D.F. “Because of having low school success I didn’t go 
to school. Also for this reason, my parents didn’t insist 
me to go to school.” 
5 17.85 
Exclusion M.Y. “My school mates used to exclude me. They used 
to call me ‘Gipsy’. They were always despising me”. 
3 10.71 
Physical and verbal 
abuse 
R.G. “Students at the school used to beat me. When I 
complain about this situation, my teachers and the 
managers used to rebuke me and sometimes they beat 
too.” 
2 7.14 
TOTAL  28 100 
 
The results indicated that, poverty was the major reason amongst the children who did not go to 
school. Amongst 28 children, 18 children (64.28%) supported this idea by indicating that the main 
reason for not going to school was poverty. Another reason was the school failure (17.85%). Three 
of the children (10.71%) indicated that the reason for not going to school was the exclusion by 
fellow students. Two children (14.7%) stated that they quit going to school due to the physical and 
verbal abuse that they receive from teachers and students.  
Children's Expectations for Their Future 
To determine the major expectations of children with regard to their future, the emphasised parts 
of the answers given to questions were stated, and some of the answers were used on an "as-is" 
basis in order to create a table and an analysis was performed on the findings. 
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Table 4: Children's expectations for their future 
Emphasised points Sample Answers f % 
Go to school E.N. “I want to go to school, so I can change my life.” 11 39.28 
A good job S.F. “I want to have a good job, a sanitary job. I wish I 
were a computer programmer.” 
6 21.42 
Having a happy life Ç.Ç. “I wish a good life. I want to be happy.” 4 14.28 
Being wealthy Ö.C. “I want to be rich, and look after my parents.” 3 10.71 
A good family Y.R. “I wish a good family, a good husband and lots of 
children.” 
2 7.14 
No expectation F.De. “I wish nothing. Things will go like this” 2 7.14 
TOTAL  28 100 
When the table was examined, it was determined that the children (39.28%) firstly wanted to go to 
school; secondly, 21.42% of the children wanted to have a good job. 14.28% of the children wanted 
to be happy in the future while 14.7% indicated their desire to have a good family. The results were 
interesting; 10.71% of the children wanted to become wealthy, instead of having a good job. 7.14% 
of the children stated that they had no expectations at all.  
Table 5: Jobs that children would like to do in the future 
Job f % 
Policeman 9 32.14 
Military officer 5 17.85 
Teacher 5 17.85 
A job with social security 4 14.28 
Engineer  2 7.14 
Computer programmer 2 7.14 
Doctor 1 3.57 
TOTAL 28 100 
According to the research, the children (32.14%) picking waste paper firstly wanted to become a 
policeman; secondly, they wanted to become a military officer and a teacher with a ratio of 17.85%. 
Except those who wanted to have a job with social security (14.28%), all of the children were 
willing to have jobs that require a college degree.  
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Table 6: How the children see their future 
Emphasised points Sample Answers f % 
Don’t know M.O:“I don’t know but I hope it will be better” 11 39.29 
Having a different job E. A: “My dad doesn’t want me to do this job. He will 
let me work with my uncle.”  
5 17.86 
Doing the same job F. Ö: “I think I will go on picking waste paper. I don’t 
want this job but I have nothing else.” 
5 17.86 
Establish a family M.Y: “I will get married and have children.” 3 10.71 
Going to school S. G: “I will enrol distance primary school and then 
high school. I may pass the university exam.” 
3 10.71 
Other  F.D: “I will grow up and join the army” 1 3.57 
TOTAL  28 100 
A large percentage of the children (39.29%) responded with “I don’t know” when they were asked 
"How do you see your future?". The percentage of children who think that they will work in a 
different job is equal to the percentage of children who think that they will continue to pick waste 
paper. All the answers regarding the wish to establish a family were given by girls. Girls provided no 
answers about their will to work or go to school, or they said "I do not know".   
Discussion  
A significant number of children participating in the study appear to be between the ages of 12–15. 
According to these data, it can be said that these children started to work on the streets at an early 
age. The majority of the children were boys. These findings reflect parallel results to previous 
studies about children working on the streets (Keskinkılıc-Kara and Çalık, 2012; Şişman, 2006). The 
reason for the majority of the children being males could be that families want to protect their 
daughters from sexual abuse which they could be exposed to on the streets (Kevin,1999; Muchini 
and Nyandiya-Bundy, 1991) as well as that the paper picking job requires more physical power than 
the other jobs done in the streets.  
All the participants in the study were children that do not attend school although at the age range 
for compulsory education. Even some of the children who participated in the study never attended 
school previously. Most of the children, who previously attended an educational institution, left the 
school after five years of education. These findings were similar to those results of previous studies 
(Karatas et al., 1994; Alp et al., 2000). Although some kinds of jobs were suitable both for working 
and attending school at the same time (Admassie, 2003), owing to the reason that picking waste 
paper requires a shift of several hours, the children working at this job may need to leave school.  
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The major cause of not attending the school is poverty. Families need their children to work 
because of poverty. Poverty was demonstrated as the reason for child labour in previous studies, 
and is in concordance with the findings of this study. In this context, it can be said that poverty 
increases the risk of dropping out of school (Sirin et al., 2004). The second reason for not attending 
school is failing in exams and being humiliated by fellow students. Results of a survey conducted by 
Baştaymaz (1990) in Bursa on working children that were at the age of 6–15, demonstrated that 
children lost connection with education and also due to failure to succeed in school they were not 
willing to go to school. Battin-Pearson et al. (2000) conducted a study investigating the reasons for 
leaving school, which suggests that academic failure has an important impact. The teachers and 
school staff that are perceived as being negligent, unfair and discouraging and exposure to abuse at 
school, as well as a negative atmosphere and disciplinary measures that are ignorant of problematic 
behaviours in school, have an impact in leaving the school (Suh & Suh, 2006). Although there was a 
small number of students who claimed that the reason for leaving school was due to being abused 
and ostracised by fellow students and teachers, this finding is still remarkable. This situation can be 
explained by social learning theory. The students, who were exposed to physical and verbal abuse 
by the teacher, by observing these behaviours, learn to act abusively and start to reflect the same 
behaviours with their fellow students. Thus, the abusive behaviour of the teachers seems to have an 
indirect impact on abusive behaviours that can be observed between the students. Jenson (2006) 
stated that the main reason for ostracism was poverty and emphasised that ostracism is at the core 
of the poverty concept. Therefore, poverty causes ostracism of the children and ostracism turns out 
to become a socially vicious cycle, which in the end forces the child to leave the school.  
Starting the 2012–2013 school year, compulsory education has been raised to 12 years in Turkey. 
With this new regulation, children are required to benefit at least from the basic education known 
as primary school. Supporting the children’s involvement in the educational system is the most 
effective way to keep them away from working. It is known that investing in humans gives the most 
guaranteed results, though it is a long-term investment (Hazan and Berdugo, 2002: 826; Karaman 
and Ozcalık, 2007: 38).  
Amongst the children's requests about the future, desire to go to school was in the first place, and 
when it is considered that these children do not go to school, it is an upsetting situation. Children 
are aware of the benefits of education for themselves; however, due to poverty and other reasons, 
they cannot benefit from it. The children having no expectations became pessimistic due to the 
difficult living conditions at the present. Also, despite being at the age of compulsory education and 
not going to school, all the children want to have a job that requires a university education. This 
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situation can be interpreted as the children being unaware of their position or this may show that 
they are hopeful for the future. Unfortunately, without having any education they cannot have a 
job, so, this becomes a dream rather than a goal. Indeed, when they are asked "How do you see 
your future?", they were not as positive as the time they were specifying their desires.  
Children who pick papers in order to help their families instead of living their childhood are one of 
the major problems of our country in terms of human rights, education, economy and health. To 
eliminate the undesirable situation that pushes children to work instead of attending school, the 
main step should include taking precautions against the reasons for this situation. Although the 
major responsibility should be carried by the government – from civil society organisations to 
schools – there are always essential steps that can be taken by every level of the system, because the 
solution to this problem requires versatile applications. 
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